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Lecture 6

ESCHATOLOGY

The Last Days

The Bible says that heaven and earth will be burned up.  The stars will lose their light.

We need to explain if these things will happen literally or symbolically.

Because man fell, history became the history of sin.  God has been working throughout history to restore man back to the original state.  This has been the Providence of Restoration.

There have been 21-26 cultural realms.  Conbined into 4 main cultural realms.  Ultimately these cultures have to come into one cultural realm, under the umbrella of Christianity.  Because Christianity goes back to God.  The history of cultural development and the realm of religion and science have sought to liberate man from ignorance.

When man fell, he had good and evil within himself.  Man was separated into Abel and Cain.  Abel type and Cain type view of life developed.

Cain type view developed first and grew into communism.  Abel type view developed into spiritualism and democracy.  Democracy is a group of laws, but once the system is broken nothing remains.  Communism is formed by an ideology so even if the system fails, the ideology still remains.

From the tendency of historical conflict, we can see that the two views have to be united in the last days.

Adam was to become the Tree of Life, Jesus was to become the Tree of Life and neither one was able.  The third Adam must fulfill.

The Last Days

If A&E had fulfilled God’s will , there would be no original sin, no need for the messiah, no need for the last days.  These things originated because of the fall.  The fallen world is the world that has the same form as the original world, but Satan became the lord of the world and the world became hell on earth.  Because of the fall, we need repentance, prayer, the messiah, and we have to bring an END to this sovereignty.

The turning point from satan’s sovereignty to God’s sovereignty is called the Last Days.  That time is now.

Noah’s time, Jesus’ time, and the time of the 2nd Advent all have been Last Days.

We need to change the angle to center on God, rather than satan.  Noah’s time was the time to bring people back to God.  Same in Jesus time.  It was the time to bring the people back to God, but they crucified Jesus.

Now is the time of the 2nd Advent.

There are many stages of the last days: individual, family, society, nation, and world last days.

The earth being destroyed; is this literal or symbolic?  In Noah’s time, there was a flood but the earth was not destroyed.  In Jesus time, the earth was destroyed by fire, but the earth remained.  In the 2nd Advent, the old heaven and earth will pass away, but the earth will last forever.  This means that the earth being destroyed will not be literal.  What is the meaning of earth?

To say there is earth is to say there is heaven.  If we study heaven, we will know what earth is.  “Our father who art in heaven…”  our Father is in heaven.  Also, “He is descended from heaven….”.    What does heaven mean?  It ultimately means high, holy, true.  

Jesus was born of man but descended from heaven.  He was a good and holy being.  On the other hand, earth is ultimately low, lowly, false.  Earth symbolizes Satan’s sovereignty.  Satan’s evil sovereignty will be destroyed.    Satan’s lineage will be destroyed and blood ties with God will be restored.

To “rise up in the air” does not mean to float up in the clouds, but the evil world will rise up to heaven’s standard.  God’s good sovereignty.  Our life paradigm will shift.

There was a church in Korea when the lord was to come at a certain day and time.  It was a huge church and congregation, and the press came.   All the people were to rise up in the air.  When the time came, nothing happened.   It was a symbolic prophecy.

The tongue is a fire.   This means judgment by fire.  Judgment by the truth.    This tongue is the word and  with the energy and power of the word, it will smite the earth.

Jesus said I have come to cast fire upon the earth.  He did not come to set the world ablaze, but he gave God’s word so the people would receive it.  They did not receive it and they cast Jesus aside.  

To slay the people with his lips, meant he would kill the evil nature.  The words are the judgment by which we would be judged.   Sun, moon, stars.  We have to know their symbolic meaning.  Joseph had a dream that the sun, moon and stars were bowing down to him.  Joseph had many strange dreams and his brothers did not like him.  He was also the favored son.  When Joseph told his dream to his father and his family, his father scolded Joseph.   In Judaic law, the people were preparing to follow Jesus, but they didn’t.

In Moses time, the people followed Mosaic law.  If they did not follow the messiah, they would lose their footstep.  Mosaic law was like candlelight.  Gospel was like electricity.  Candelight would be absorbed; it loses its purpose.

Sun is the father, moon is the mother, stars are the brethren.  Christian people were to follow the LSA when he comes, but they are holding on to the gospels.  If the Christians continue to do this they will lose their foothold.  To say that the stars will fall down means that   if they do not receive the word of the 2nd advent, they will lose their purpose.

God’s ideal is the fulfillment of the 3 Great Blessings.  We see the phenomena of increased spirituality, and the freedom of the original mind.  The restoration for human value can be seen in the human rights movement and liberation movement.  We see the restoration of true love thru philanthropy.  Signs are all around.  True peace will come only when humanity realizes God’s love.

God has been working toward restoring the cultural realm towards good sovereignty., centering on Christianity.  The Cain type view developed into Hellenism, materialism and Communism.  Communism is an ideology.  Abel type view developed into spritualism and democracy.  Communism and Democracy need to be united.

Signs of restoration of the third blessing.  Religion and science have developed, comfortable environment has been established.  

We see that today is the last days, by looking at social phenomena.  We need to welcome the messiah who comes with God’s word.  We need to become true people.

Our Attitude in the Last Days

We can see that God is going up and Satan is going down.    This last days is  a time of confusion.  A time when it is difficult to say what is right and what is wrong.  It is the turning point of good and evil.  The last days is the beginning of the new age.  There is conflict and war.

We should cultivate a huble heart and make the effort to receive divine inspiration through prayer.  We need to receive the messiah at this time to make clear what direction we should go in.  If you had followed God to this point and change direction and go down again, it will be terrible.  We need to understand God and thru prayer we should not be strongly attached to old concepts.  We need to find the truth to guide us to the new age.  We need to make GOD the motivation of our lives.

The Messiah, his Advent and the purpose of the 2nd coming

The word Messiah means anointed one, signifying a king.  The messianic expectation of the OT was that God would send them a king.  Christ is the Greek word for messiah.  God sent the people Jesus.  

Jesus came to save the people as the messiah but was put on the cross.  Centering on Christianity, they thought that if you believe in redemption through the cross you would be saved.  Christianity started thru the resurrection of Jesus.

Was the will of God fulfilled?  God’s promise for mankind was to fulfill the 3 great blessings.

Instead of believing in God’s words, they made a world of evil nature.  Fallen man became Satan’s temple.  Creation lost its owner as well.

We must teach the world about true salvation, true lineage and God’s world.  We should be so busy if we truly understood.  We would not eat or sleep, we would work harder and harder.  This is the life of our True Parents.  They live to teach God’s words and save humanity.  This is what we must do.  Bring the people from the evil realm to God’s realm through the Blessing.

The result of Jesus is that there have been no people who went back to the original state, nobody was freed from the original sin.  Why was it not completed thru the cross?   Because Jesus died on the cross.  Christians all think it was predestined.  Seen from God’s providence, God chose the Jewish people centering on Abraham’s family.  God raised the people of Israel to receive the messiah.

Jesus said to believe in he who was sent.  This was the way to fulfill the will of God.  Jesus performed miracles, curing the Lepers, raising the dead.  The people were to see Jesus deeds and follow Jesus.  Instead they called him a demon; Beelzebub.  They said it was the work of the devil.

Jesus death on the cross was not the will of God from the beginning, but a result of the people’s ignorance and disbelief.  There is grace through the cross but it is limited salvation.  We have to know what the limit is.

If the people had believed in Jesus and become one with him, they could go before God with Jesus and cut off Satan’s ties.  Only the son of God comes with God’s lineage.  Then man could reunite with God spiritually and physically.  Their lineage would be restored to God.  

Jesus body was claimed by Satan but God claimed his spirit.  Same with us.  Our spirit can be claimed by God.  Because Jesus was victorious spiritually, those who unite can receive spiritual salvation.  But body can still be invaded by Satan.

As Moses lifted up the serpent, so was the son of man lifted up.  God sent serpents of fire to kill the people who did not believe.  Moses raised the bronze serpent, to save the people by making their faith strong.  That they would BELIEVE.  Because people did not believe, and look up to him, they did receive salvation.

Jesus said, It is Finished.  Some think it means that by dying on the cross he fulfilled his mission.  It did not mean he completely accomplished God’s will, but the alternate course was completed.  When Peter aasked Jesus not to go the way of the cross, Jesus said, “get thee behind me satan”.   Jesus said he had to die.  Satan was working through Peter., but Peter did not see it.  

 Jesus asked the disciples, Who do they say I am?  Simon said, the people are saying you are the son of God.  When Simon testified about this Jesus said,  from now you are not Simon, you are Peter.  Upon this rock I will build my church.  Jesus would have a rock, a foundation on which to stand.

Jesus never denied that he was God’s son before anyone.

He needed Peter’s testimony as well.  Peter followed Jesus and was to testify about what he saw and what he knew, and who he was.  Peter kept denying he was Jesus follower and that Jesus was the messiah.  He betrayed Jesus in the end.  He should have been the rock for Jesus to stand.

 Jesus was so serious to do whatever he had to do to save mankind.  All the disciples ran away at the time of the cross.  No one testified to Jesus on the day he died.  We are attending True Parents, but will we testify to the world or will be run away?  Will be fulfill our portion of responsibility or will we fall into faithlessness as well?


